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Mike Clifford places 4th Consecutive Single on the Texas Chart

“It’s All Texas Music To Me” cracks Texas Music Chart Top 50 this week

Mike Clifford's current radio single "It’s All Texas Music To Me" landed on the Texas Music Chart this week at #50.  The new single racked up 249 spins on 17 Texas and Oklahoma radio stations, for the week ending June 9, 2006.  
“It’s All Texas Music To Me” celebrates the diversity of Texas music over a Waylon-style backbeat. Lucky Boyd, President and Founder of MyTexasMusic.com had this to say about the song, which is the debut single off Clifford’s new CD “The Heartbreak Grill And Bar”:  “Amid all the masterful tracks on the new disc, there is a true diamond…  Clifford's "It's All Texas Music To Me" is being talked up as an anthem to Texas musicians, and I am pushing for this forum to adopt the song as an official MTM track”.

“It’s All Texas Music To Me” represents Clifford's latest foray into the Texas Top 50, which is closely monitored by radio programmers, media, and record labels, as the Texas Chart has gained influence over the past several years.  Last year Clifford broke the Top 40 twice with “Between The Highway And The Sky” and “Get The ‘L’ Outta L.A.”, which went to #25 in March of last year.   His first single ever released, “I Can Be Lonesome By Myself”, broke the Top 40 in October 2004.  

The Texas Music Chart is more competitive than ever, with over half of the Top 20 songs on this week’s chart coming from Nashville-based labels.  “It’s good to see an independent Texas artist as talented as Mike getting some exposure on the Chart” said Mark Miller, Music Director for KBEC Waxahachie, one of the first Texas stations to add the new single.  “We had Mike on our show ‘Live Around The Campfire’ recently, and he did an absolutely stellar job.”

MP3 samples of It’s All Texas Music To Me and other songs off Mike Clifford’s new CD The Heartbreak  Grill And Bar can be found on the official Mike Clifford website at www.mikeclifford.com, where the CD is available for sale.   For more information regarding Mike Clifford and his music, please contact by phone at (512)280-5657 or by email at countryrock@austin.rr.com, or visit the official website for more information.  For more information regarding The Texas Music Chart, contact by email Katie@shanemedia.com or by phone at 713-952-9221.
Bio For Mike Clifford

Contact Info:

Phone:  512-280-5657
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Mike Clifford is an Austin, TX – based singer-songwriter whose music has been described as a cross between Texas honky-tonk and California country-rock.  He has released 3 successful self-produced albums, charted 4 consecutive radio singles on the Texas Music Chart, and in 2005 was nominated as MTM Texas Male Vocalist of the Year.  Clifford also competed in the 2005 Texas Country Star competition, sponsored by Universal South Records and the Texas Country Reporter TV Show, and won the Austin Regional event.  His band currently gigs regularly all over the state of Texas. 

Hailing from the Appalachian foothills of Virginia, but a former resident of Baltimore MD, Los Angeles CA and Dallas TX, Mike Clifford’s music is truly the sum of his travels and influences,  which range from Johnny Cash to the Eagles to  Rodney Crowell.  You can hear the influence of those artists and many more on Mike’s second original CD “All Night All Day”, which Mario Taradell from the Dallas Morning News described as having a “tuneful, boot-kicking sound”.  The 11 tracks on All Night All Day range from up-tempo rockers to heartfelt traditional country ballads, and everything in between.  Clifford’s unique vocal style sets him apart from both the traditional “hat acts” and the more contemporary vocalists in country music… his versatile tenor voice is instantly recognizable, and his 3-octave range is well-suited to the wide range of styles he covers with his original music.   Clifford is also a multi-instrumentalist and played all of the guitar, bass, organ, and percussion tracks on “All Night All Day”.  

A Texas resident since 1991, Clifford has paid his dues over the years in Texas honky-tonks and dancehalls, performing well over 1500 gigs in the Lone Star State since his arrival and sharing the stage with artists like Don Walser, Lee Roy Parnell, Rick Trevino, and John Conlee.   He’s worked hard to develop his songwriting skills as a member of both the National Acadamy of Songwriters and the Dallas Songwriters Group, and the effort has paid off in his well-crafted original tunes.   

Clifford and his band have just completed his 3rd original CD "The Heartbreak Grill And Bar", which he describes as “a Texas Dancehall concept album”.  The disc features 11 new original country songs, 10 of which were penned by Clifford, and is currently slated for release in April of 2006.   The first single off the new album, the Waylon-esque barnburner “It’s All Texas Music To Me”, was recently released to radio stations in Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and New Mexico, and just broke into the Texas Music Chart Top 50.  

From The Dallas Morning News, 4/28 2006
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Fresh sounds ﬁ'om
four Lone Stars

New CDs all bring a little something
different to the changer

By MARIO TARRADELL
St Catc

£ you're eager for fresh music from four Texas country young

guns, the wait is finally over. Mike Clifford, Wade Bowen, Aar-

on Watson and Django Walker all boast new discs. And

wouldn't you know it, they've released them right around the
same time. So why not take a look at all of them at once? Pop them
into the CD changer and hit play. After all, these recordings earned
the Texas music stamp of authenticity just by virtue of being pro-
duced in the Lone Star State.

| Wasit worth the wait? Definitely,
especiallysince M. Clfford,a Virginia
| nativewhosettled in Austinby wayof
| Los Angeles, went the traditional hon-
y-tonk route this time. On A Night
All Dayhevassiill mixing the South-
‘em California rock he grew up with
(Bagles Firefal the Flying Burrito
Brothers) with Texas country. Nowhe's
allabout sawdust loors,two-stepping
| and that so-country fiddle,stecl uitar
| andbanjotriumvirate. His twangless
vibrato givesthese 11 tunes a slightly
heflier tone without ever gettingtoo
heavy-handed.
Choice cuts:“Boomerang” plays like
Mike Clifford Buck Owens doing Texas swing. Fami-
g Iy Reunion”isa classic country two-
New CD: Thie Heartbreak GrillandBar | stepper. 1t's All Texas Music toMe”
Labet: Mr.Clifford's Late Bloom recallsthe bestof Waylon Jennings, and
Records duet partner Pauline Recse addsa
What doss tfollow? His 2002 debut, | certainsassyflavortothe tune.Check

. 4 ot “Something Deep Within M
Zm,gy,,'jﬁ"égh"%““dm“ | Cliffords thoughtful coverof Rich-

ardson's Jay Johnson. But really,there's
notabad track.





From The Killeen Daily Herald, 5/12 2006
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Musican Mike Clifford bares his soul

For years, Mike Clifford carried around the idea
of the Heartbreak Grill & Bar

Not as an album.

Notas a song.

Butas simply a memory:

Memories of college bars and their beautiful but
heartbreaking female denizens have grown infto a
country music career.

As a young college graduate in Los Angeles, Clifford.
experienced firsthand the Kind of women who would
“put you over thegrill," he said.

“Ihad a buddy of mine whowas a model and actor
out there, and we went to this one bar that had all these
‘beautiful women in it — beautifil and mean,” Clifford
said,

“Twalked over to tallk to this one woman, and she said,
‘Twas looking at your friend.” And I got an idea of this
bar with beautiful but heartbreaking women in it,"
he explained.

Now “The Heartbreak Grill & Bar” is much more than
Just an idea— it's Clifford's third self-produced release, 2
“Texas Dancehall concept album” he says, that captures
the mood of traditional Texas gems, sawdust floors and all

“It's very much traditional
country with a rock edge to
it. It's hard to describe in a
sentence or two exactly what
we're doing,” Clifford said.

‘We do songs that are
memorable — we don't do a
lot of stream-of-conscious-
ness type of music. We're
somewhere in the middle
and that creates an interest
ing sound,” he added

Born in Virginia, Clifford
lived in Baltimore, Los
Angeles and Dallas before
settling down in Austin. He
and his band play a 75-mile
radius around Austin, hit-
ting such cities as Waco,
Killeen, San Antonio and
everything in-between

Though Clifford has an
obvious affinity for music—
and Texas music, specifical:
ly — it hasn't always been
his career He worked for

three different high-tech
start-up _companies for 15
years before he finally decid-
d to pursue work as a musi-
cian.

“I had fin d up
enough money to do music
fulltime,” Clifford said. “It

was the backwards way of
doing it. Most people tell you
to give up and get a day job.
But I gave up my day job
instead.”

For now, Clifford is just
frying 1o take his career as
far as it can go.

“I want to make a big
impact on Texas music. My
goal is to work the Texas
music cirouit and make it
onto the Texas charts.”

On May 27, he'll appear at
Bo’s Barn in Salado, singing
both original songs and
some classic Texas music.
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 From Roots Music Report, July 2006 

Attention honky-tonk music fans! Mike Clifford’s newest release, The Heartbreak Grill and Bar, is an absolute must hear. The 11 tracks on this CD vividly demonstrate the immense talent of Clifford as they run the gamut of all the things that are good about country music.

The first thing that strikes you as you listen to Clifford is his distinctive voice. He exhibits excellent versatility as he puts his heart and soul into each of his songs and sounds equally comfortable whether he is singing a soft melody or belting out a faster paced tune. He also possesses a very impressive vocal range, moving up and down the scale with remarkable ease and clarity.

Clifford is a very gifted song writer, as well. Writing 10 of the 11 songs on the CD, each number spins a great story, captures the listener’s imagination and leaves you wanting more. Still another great feature of the songs on this CD is the “dance ability”. As you listen to these tunes, you will find yourself clamoring for the dance floor. The music just makes you want to move.

-  Brenda Barbee - RMR Staff Reviewer

From Stars Of Texas Magazine
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THE & S OF TEXAS September 2005 issue

EDITORS NOTE: Mike Clifford beat out 9 other semifinalists to win the
Austin Texas Country Star regional competition sponsored by The Texas Country
Reporter TV show and Universal South Records. The ten semifinalists who com-
peted in Austin had been selected from hundreds of contestant’s CDs and videos
that were mailed in to the show over the past several months. The final winner
of Texas Country Star will receive a major label record contract with Universal
South Records.

I had the pleasure of running sound for Mike and his band at The Cabaret
Dancehall in Bandera this path month. During some down time we got a chance
to talk and get to know each other a little. Mike is an engaging personality but
more importantly he’s serious about his

craft and is proud of the work he’s doing. [

Texas music fans should also be proud to
have this talented individual moving on to
the next round in the Texas Country Star
competition. If you havent heard Mike’s
music take a moment to visit the band web
site at www.MikeClifford.com and listen
to a sample or better yet give a call to rm- m
KRVL in Kerrville, KFAN in Fredericks-
burg or your favorite country music sta-
tion and ask them to play a song for |
you. And then by all means BUY THE |
CD and support cne of our great Stars |
of Texas!  Bruce Warren

The Stars Of





